Having had the opportunity in the last 18 months to review two other new major texts in obstetric anaesthesia, I looked forward to seeing the return of an old favourite-and in most respects I was not disappointed.
The book is divided into the same six main sections as in previous editions: however, the fourth edition introduces a swathe of new contributing authors, with many chapters being either partially or completely rewritten to reflect the major changes in knowledge and practice that has occurred since the last edition in 1993. While using smaller print than in previous editions, the layout of the text is eminently readable, with references from as late as 2001.
This current edition has up-to-date discussions of fentanyl and remifentanil PCA for patients unable to have an epidural, the use of tramadol in labour ward, and the reintroduction of continuous spinal catheters The techniques of PCEA and CSE are also discussed.
The chapter on difficult obstetric airway has been completely updated to include comment on the LMA and the new ProSeal LMA-a must in every theatre's difficult intubation kit, while Chapter 23 on Neurological Complications of Regional Anaesthesia has been rewritten and includes some of the latest review studies-important knowledge in the medico-legal environment of today.
The only place this text fails (compared with previous editions) is the lack of local content. Unlike other new texts in the area, the American authors have failed to recognise globalization in medical knowledge-as seen in "Textbook of Obstetric Although this reviewer was not impressed by the first edition in 1995, it was reprinted twice, so a substantial number of readers liked the book. This edition is a marked improvement on the first edition. There are 14 chapters covering a full range from medical gas supply and anaesthetic machines to masks and tracheal tubes.
The discussion of the items is fairly superficial and would not satisfy the FANZCA exam, but the colour photographs are lavish. Most of the items discussed are in a fixed format of components, mechanism of action, problems in practice and safety features. In addition there is a summary box with usually four or five main points.
The book is intended for the U.K. anaesthetist, so many items are less appropriate to Australia and New Zealand, for example, the piped gas supply refers to the BOC quick connect/disconnect system which is not commonly used. Similarly the ventilator chapter refers to Manley and Acutron ventilators which are unknown in Australasia. There is a short MCQ set of 5 to 10 questions after each chapter with their answers. Some of these questions go outside what is written. For example, in the MCQ with the medical gas supply chapter, question 3 on oxygen asks "In hyperbaric concentrations oxygen may cause convulsion?"-true but not considered in the chapter.
There are some Australian topics not mentioned. The Sleeve Index System for pipeline connection is absent. Ulco and Ohmeda anaesthetic machines and ventilators are omitted.
This book will be of little value unless a trainee is planning to spend time in the U.K. Even then, the treatment is very superficial and more useful information can be obtained by books such as Ward, which although older, have excellent descriptions which do not date in these fairly stable topics. W. J. RUSSELL Royal Adelaide Hospital, Adelaide, South Australia 395 BOOK REVIEWS Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 30, No. 3, June 2002 
